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specialist in Victorian culture, diary-sharing then was “extremely
common”. '

Diaries were read aloud, sent to friends or left open for visitors to
peruse. “That distinction between public and private really doesn’t
hold at all,” says Professor Huff. Some diaries served practical
uses, sharing advice on self-improvement, pregnancy or childbirth.
British women in the colonies often sent diaries back home. They
were “creating an extended family through these diaries” and
fostering an ocean-spanning sense of Englishness.

(343 words, selected from The Economist; London Vol 450, Iss. 9378,
(Jan 6, 2024): 63, 64.)
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