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It seems as if a great deal were attainable in a world where there are so many marriages
and decisive battles, and where we all, at certain hours of the day, and with great gusto'
and dispatch?, stow’® a portion of victuals® finally and irretrievably5 into the bag which
contains us. And it would seem also, on a hasty view, that the attainment of as much as
possible was the one goal of man’s contentious life. And yet, as regards the spirit, this is
but a semblance®, We live in an ascending scale where we live happily, one thing leading
to another in an endless series. There is always a new horizon for onward-looking men,
and although we dwell on a small planet, immersed in petty business and not enduring
beyond a brief period of years, we are so constituted that our hopes are inaccessible, like
stars, and the term of hoping is prelonged until the term of life. To be truly happy is a

-~ question of-how we-begin and not of how we end, of what we want and not of what we =~

have. An aspiration is a joy for ever, a possession as solid as 2 landed estate, a fortune
which we can never exhaust and which gives us year by year a revenue’ of pleasurable
activity. To have many of these is to be spiritually rich.

{230 words, from “El Dorade” by Robert Stevenson)
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' Vigorous enjoyment; zest

! The act of sending off, as lo a specific destination; speed in performance or movement
* To [l {a place or contaixer) by packing tightly

* Food supplies; provisions

* Irvetrievable: Dillicult or impossible (0 retricve or recover

* An outward or token appearance

! Yield from property or invesiment; fucome
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