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1. The following table presents the numeral system in Mamvu (Central Sudanic, Nilo-Saharan; orthography

simplified). Observe the data and answer the questions below. (25%)

Numeral Meaning Literal meaning

a. | reli 1

b. | jug 2

c. | jend 3

d. | jetd 4

e. | jimbu 5

f. | el qodé reli 6 ‘the hand seizes one'

g- | elf qodé jué 7 'the hand seizes two'

h. | jetd. jetd 8 ‘four, four'

i. | elf qoBd reli 9 'the hand spares one'

ell Bosi 10 ‘atl hands'

k. | qari qodé rel 11 'the foot seizes one’

i. | gari godé jue 12 ‘the foot seizes two'
m, | gari qodé jimbu 15 'the foot seizes five'

n. | qani qodé madya 16 'the foot seizes six'

0. | mido ngburi reli 20 ‘one whole person'

p. | mido ngburit reli, fjuni qa reli 21 ‘one whole person, above there is one'
q. | mido ngburi reli, mido-né-qiqa eli 6dsi 30 ‘one whole person, another person, all hands'

- r. | mido ngburt jué 40 'two whole perions'
s. | mido ngburt jimba 100 ‘five whole persons'

i. How are these numerals formed? Are there any cognitive mechanisms underlying the numeral system in Mamvu? If
your answer is yes, then give us your discussion to support your view. If your answer is no, also give us your '

explanation. (20%)

ii. Do you find any counterpart phenomena in Chinese or in English, or in any other languages? Give some examples
of these languages if you find any. ( 5% )
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