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Interpellation was described by Althusser in his reinterpretation of Marxism and the position of the subject.
He explained how Ideological State Apparatuses interpeliated the subjects into ideological positions.
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We are interpeliated, or ‘hailed' into subject positions. Thus a policeman who calls to us is interpellating us
into a subject position of subjugation by the state. For this to work, we must recognize and accept this
subject position. The process of ideniification thus creates identity, You identify me and [ become that me
that you have identified.

A strange fact is that we seein 1o recognize ourselves when we are hailed. [ know that it is me who is being
calted as I unconsciously accepi the subject position. It is as if we had always-already been there. The
apparent freedom with which we accept the position only serves to cement us further into it.

Interpellation can be considered as 'recruitment' as it inviles a person into a subject position. Whei they do
5o, the consistency principle then leads them into a cycle of investment whereby they bond their sense of

identity both to the subject position and also the underlying
idectogy. ( http://changingminds.org/explanations/eritical _theory/concepts/interpellation.htm )
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