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‘Responding to the call for a public future demands some rethinking the way we look at the past... But
answering the call for a public future also means writing and talking about the past and the future in public,
in such a way that ideas can be easily shared. We believe that this dedication to the public heralds three
new trends in the writing of history: first, a need for new narratives capable of being read, understood, and
engaged by non-experts; second, an emphasis on visualisation and digital tools; and third, a fusion
between the big and the small, the “micro” and the “macro”, that harnesses the best of archival work
on the one hand and big picture work about issues of common concern on the other.’
(Jo Gouldi & David Armitage, The History Manifesto, 2014, pp. 117-118)
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